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MESSIAH. 

This word is from the Hebrew, mashah, to an- 
oint, and isa name given principally to that sover- 
eign deliverer, who was expected by the Jews. 

The Jews frequently, according to a custom a- 
mong them anointed their kings, high priests and 
sometimes their prophets. Saul, David, Solomon 
and others received the royal unction. Aaron and 
his sons received the sacerdotal unction, and Elisha 
the disciple of Elijali received the'prophetic unction’; 
at last Elijah was ordered to give it. 1 Kings xix. 
16. 

Sometimes it is said that a person was annointed, 
when nothing more is intended, than that the per- 
son was designed for some public employment.— 
Absalom was said to be anointed to be king, 2 Sam. 
xix. 10; yet it does not appear to be any thing more 
than u determination that he should be king. So 
Cyrus is said to be the anointed of the Lord, Isai. 
xly. 1: Yet it means no more than that God had 
desizned him as the instrument to accomplish his 
work. It is said (Ezek. xxviii. 14,) that the name 
VIessiah (annointed) was given to the king of Tyre. 

Of Christ it is said by the prophet Isaiah, that the 
spirit of the Lord was upon him, because he hath 
annointed him to preach the gospel to the poor. 

This prophecy Christ applied to himself when he 
stood up to read in the Synagogue at Nazareth ; 
and Peter informed Cornelius, that God annointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
vower. Notwithstanding it does not appear that Je- 
us Christ ever received any external annointing. 
and therefere it must be understood in a figurative, 
spiritual sense, denoting that he was appointed or 
designated to the office and works of mediator. 

The first promise of the Messiah is contained in 
‘he sentence pronounced upon the serpent. Gen, 
ili, 4—15. It (the seed ofthe wor:nan) shall bruise 
thy head. All commentators agree, that this prom- 
ise relates to the destruction of sinor of Satan by 
the coming of the Messiah, who was to be born of 


a woman. 


The first propbcey of Christ was that of Jacob on! 
his death bed: the sceptre shall not depart from Ju- |. 


dah nor a law-giver from between his feet till Shi- 
loh come. | 
Although there has been much debate respecting 
Shiloh ; yet its meaning is evidently one sent; and 
by the Jewish doctors was always considered as a 
direct prophecy concerning the Messiah to be sent. 





is found in Isaiah vii. 14. Behold a virgin shall con- 
ceive and bare a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Immanuel, that is, God with us. 

The same prophet is particular in describing the 
blessings attendant on {the birth and reign of the 
Messiah. 


The last prophecy now tc be mentioned is that of 
Daniel’s seventy weeks. After three score and ten 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself. 
Dan. ix. 26. These seventy weeks, reckoning a day 
for a year (as is usualin the prophetic style) amounts 
to 490 years. They began, or are reckoned from the 
going forth of the decree to restore and build Je- 
rusalem, which decree was at the end of the seven- 
ty years of the captivity of the Jews in Babylon.— 
From that time till Messiah was cut off or Christ 
was crucified, was seven times seventy years, or 
490, reckoning the days in seventy weeks as so many 
years. 

The Greek word Christos, from whence we de- 
rive the word Christ and Christian, answers ex- 
acth, to Hebrew Masha or Messiah, which signi- 
fies him who is anointed a king, a priest, or a_pro- 
phet. 

The Jews who lived in the days of the prophets, 
and were instructed by them, had very consistent 
notions of the Messiah; but losing by little and lit. 
tle the spiritual nature of his kingdom ; their nation 
when Christ actually come, seems to have lost en- 
tirely, the manner of his appearance and the nature 
of his kingdom. They expected him to appear in 
Romp and grandeur and to set up a splendid and 
powerful temporal kingdom. Thus, when Christ ap- 
peared in a low condition, being born of an obscure 
virgin and as they supposed in Nazareth of Gallilee, 
an obscure country and city, they were offended at 
him, and could not receive him as the long expected 
and promised Messiah. 

Their descendants since that time, being given up 
to a reprobate mind, have fallen into more inconsist- 
ent notions of the Messiah than their forefathers, and 
which were utterly unknown to them. 

What was the character and work of Messiah as 
forctold by the ancient prophets ? 

Ans. They described him, as God’s anointed, as 
God’s salvation, as God’s messenger and Son; they 
speak of him as man and the Son of Man and 
seed of the woman as one, who was abased and ex- 
alted, master and servant, priest and victim, kivg 
and subject, mortal and a conqueror of death. 
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It was foretold, that the Messiah was to be born of 
a virgin, of the tribe of Judah, of the line of David 
in the town of Bethlehem: that his continuance 
should be everlasting, that his coming should be con- 
cealed, that he should be the Lord and Son of Da- 
vid; that he should perform many miracles, that he 
should restore all things, that he should be put to 
death and rise from the dead; that Elias should 
precede his coming; that his coming should be pro- 
ved by curing the lepers, raising the dead and 
preaching the gospel to the poor. 

It was foretold, that he should confirm and fulfil 
the law, that he should be a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offence, that he should meet with grcat 
opposition and that his gospel should extend till all 
mankind by it, should be reformed and every lost 
creature by him be saved: In a word, that although 
his appearance was smallin the beginning so as to 
resemble a stone; yet, at last his kingdom should 
so greatly increase, that it would become a great 
mountain and fill the whole earth. 

These are some of the predictions and promises in 
the Old Testament respecting the Messiah. 

Who do not, and who do believe in a Messiah as 
Soretold by the prophets? The Jews do not believe 
that the Messiah has yet made his appearance ; and 
they contend that his coming is future. They seem 
to be more blinded (if possible) and prejudiced a- 
gainst the notion of a Messiah as already come, 
than they were eighteen hundred years ago: Yet 
there have been some of the Jews in almost every age 
and in different countries, who have believed that 
the Messiah had come. “ Blindness in part has hap- 
pened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in.” The Gentiles received the Messiah, 
who (as they believe) come in the person of Jesus 
Christ: however not all the Gentiles yet ; but when 
their fulness shall have come, then all Israel shall 
be saved with them; “and so all Israel shall be 
saved.” The christian church, then, is found among 
the Gentiles and no where else: yet the fulness of 
the Gentiles is not yet come. 

The Gentile church have supposed and have be. 
lieved, that all the particulars answering to the char- 
acter of the Messiah foretold by the prophets were 
fulfiled in the character and life of Jesus Christ. — 
Hence the Gentiles have believed him to be the 
Messiah, that Saviour, who should come into the 
world. 

From what is it judged that the person and ac- 
tions of Jesus Christ agree with the promises and 
prophecies of the Old Testament? Ans. It was fore- 
told that he should be born in Bethlehem. This 
was soclearly mentioned by the prophet, that the 
chief priests and scribes, when Herod demande] 
where Christ should be born; answered, in Bethle- 
hem, and quoted Micah vy. 2. It is proved that Je- 
sus Christ was born in Bethlehem. Mat. ii. 3. Luke 
il. 7. 

Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, according to the 
predictions of the prophets. He was of the tribe of 


Judah, as the prophets foretold. His continuauce and 
priesthood are declared to be everlasting, or heis a 
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. Psal. 
cx. 4. Heb. vii. 17. 

Jesus Christ performed many miracles; such as 
restoring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, life 
to the dead, &c. all of which were foretold by the 
prophets. 

As was foretold by the prophets, he established 
the law and kept it perfectly. He preached the 
Gospel of peace and salvation, and ordered it to be 
proclaimed to every creature. 

The purity and holiness of the life of Jesus Christ, 
the great opposition raised against him, his being 
betrayed and put to death and his resurrection from 
the dead ; together with the wonderful things, which 
preceded him in the preaching of John the Baptist, 
the Elias, who was to come; and the wonderful 
spread of the gospel among the Gentiles, after his 
ascention and the great influence of the Divine 
spirit in the day of Pentecost ; are so many evidences 
that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah, because they 
are an exact fulfilment of the prophecies concern- 
ing him. 

The lime of the coming of Jesus Christ exactly a- 
grees with the period pointed out in the Old Testa- 
ment. Daniel’s seventy weeks are a clear declara- 
tion, that the Messiah would come at their end or 
conclusion, exactly at the time of their completion 
Jesus Christ was cut off, or crucified without the 
gate of Jerusalem. 

The design of a Messiah, which was to save man 
from sin, not to set upa temporal kingdom, shews 
that Jesus Christ was this Messiah. As the genius 
of the Gospel was to express the glory of God in 
the highest and on earth peace and good will to 
men; so there is every evidence that Jesus Christ 
came to bring such news and toesta)lish sucha king- 
dom. Hence all the predictions of the Messiah were 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

The time would fail us to shew, that, beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, we may expound unto 
our brethren, in all the Scriptures, the things con- 
cerning Jesus Christ. Ina word, weconsider no e- 
vent so fully and completely ascertained, so particu- 
larly predicted, and predictions so manifestly fulfil- 
led, as those pertaining to the coming and kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. Thus if promises and prophecies 
previously made, and these literally and exactly ful- 
filled in after events, prove any thing ; we infer that 
no proposition can be better established than this, 
that Jesus Christ, who was crucified without the 
gates of Jerusalem, was that Messiah whom the Jews 
expected, and who was to be the lightto lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of his people Israel. 

Thus we agree with our christian brethren of ev- 
ery Ccnomination, that Jesus Christ is that Messiah, 
that Saviour that should come into the world, 

What was the end which God had in view in send- 
ng Jesus Christ into the world? 

Ans. The language of Scripture is clear that he 
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lost ; to be fur salvation to the ends of the earth ; | love our enemes and do good to them, who despite- 

to reconcile all things to God ; to cause every | fully use us and persecute us. 

knee to bow, and every tongue to confess that he is! While, therefore, the heavens declare the divine 

Lord to the glory of God the Father. glory, and the firmament shews his handy work; 
Is any thing in the sufferings and work of Christ | while all his works speak his goodness and his love 

indicative of such an issue? Ans. He is the propi- | to mankind ; yet in the gift ofa Mediator his love 

tiation for the sins of the whole world. shines forth in the greatest splendor, and all the ob- 
He tasted death for every man; he gave himself | ligatiogs we are under for adoration and praise, for 


a ransom for all. love andobedience, are impressed more strongly on 
our minds. Eprror. 


The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us all. 
Are we any where informed that the salvation of eeeEaEaaeEeEeEeEeEeEeE—ee———eEeEeE POLE: Sa 
.: LCAL. 
the world will be accomplished ? We read that Christ AL 
the Lamb of God, taketh away the sin of the world; — THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
that God docs not impute the trespasses of the world Mr. Editor—I send this, that a specimen 
tothem; that Christ shall subdue all things to him-| ight be preserved of the pride and haughti- 








came to save the world; tosave that which was) consequently, in order that we be like him, we must 





sclfia heaven and earth; make an end of sin and 
finish transgression; bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness and cause sorrow and crying to cease; that all 


shall be taught of him, that all shall know him ; that 


the proud shall be humbled, that the humble shall be 
exalted; that the crooked shall be made straight, 
the rough made smooth and that all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God. We are informed that the 
stone (Christ) shall become a great mountain and fill 
the whole earth, and that every creature in heaven, 
in earth, under the earth and in the sea, shall unite 
in ascribing honor and glory and thanksgiving and 
praise to him that sitteth upon the throne and to the 
Lamb forever and ever. Rev. v. 13. 
REMARKS. 

God hath immoveably loved the world, notwith- 
standing its low andsinful state. He hath remem- 
bered us in our low estate, because hismercy endur- 
eth forever. cxxxvi. Psalm 23. 

The doctrine that God is an enemy to man on ac- 
count of sin, or that he hates sinners, is undoubtedly 
crroneous and argues unskilfulness in the word of 
truth. 

Mankind were ever as inactive in procuring a 
inediator, as they were in procuring their own exis- 
tence ; his coming into the world was solely the ef- 
fect of God's love for man. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten son. 

The unchangeableness of the Diety is proof of our 
position; for how can God be unchangeable, and 
yet hate that which he once loved? The position ex- 
plains the end and design of all punishment as flow- 
ing from love not from hatred. God's love to man 
is an unquestionable overthrow of the doctrine of 
endless misery ; for how can the doom of endless 
misery be pronounced on any creature, and that 
creature be an object of God's love ? 

Now if it be unquestionable that God loves sin- 
ners and sent his son to seek and save them; bow 
absurd is the doctrine, by which we are taught, that 
Christ died to appease the anger and wrath of God 
against them ? 

The universal love of God to man is the ground of 
man’s obligation to love him; It is ikewise a reason 
why we should love one another. God herein shews 
that he loves his enemies, that he forgives them ; 


ness of the grand children of mystery Babyion. 
It is a particular account of a visit of a Calvin- 
ist to the house of a Universalist, whose wife 
was sick and belonged to the church of said 
Calvinist. 

Supper being ready,the Universalist, asked Mr. 
C. if he would sit by the table and take tea. “I 
cannot, said Mr. C., your relation is such in the 
church that I cannot eat with you; it is painful 
to meto mention it, but I cannot!” The Uni- 
versalist, without making any reply, asked Dr. 
A. to give thanks, and the company sat down 
and left Mr. C. as a spectator : not a word having 
passed between the two preachers. After sup- 
per the invitation was again renewed, and aflec- 
tionately urged by his sister in the church: but 
he utterly refused; and we afterwards heard 
that we had not politeness enough to set him an- 
other table! After the company had retired, 
the following conversation took place : 

Universalist. Sir, 1 have been informed that 
I can have the notes of a sermon that you de- 
livered particularly against our doctrine, from 
the xxv. of Matthew. 


Calvinist. It is wrote in short hand, and that 
[ suppose you cannot read. 

U. If I cannot, I can find one that can, 

C. You can see them at my office. 

U. My wife is sick and I cannotleave home ; 
wish you to be so kind as to draw them off in a 
legible hand. 

C. Ihave not time. 

U. I will pay you for time; and handsome 
wages, 

C. I can be better employed. 

U. Ifyou willlet your work be printed I will 
be a subscriber. 

C. Poor encouragement! 

U. I will subscribe for a dozen copies, or more. 
C. You have treated me ill at your house. 
U. How have I treated you ill, I desire to 
know ? when you knocked, my daughter ac- 
cording to the etiquette of the day went and o- 
pened the dvor—took your hat and great coat— 
I received you asa stranger—repaired. the. fire 
—gave you a seat directly before it—oflered 
you spirits, and put out your horse; where is 
the ill treatment? 
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C. You and Dr. A. engrossed allthe conver- 
Sation. ‘ 

U. I am surprised at such an assertion. Dr. 
A. and myself both knew the design of your vi- 
sit; that it was to your sister in the church; 
and that you should not be interrupted, we ob- 
served almost a prefound silence for nearly an 
hour, even until I was ashamed of the circum- 
stance of su lengthy a silence; and turned to see 
if I could discern the spirit by which you was 
actuated—and thought I discovered an affecta- 
tion of superiority, and a design to overlook us, 
I then commenced a conversation with Dr. A. 

C. 1 did feel a superiority to Dr. A. and eve- 
ry other Universatist—I was brought up a gen- 
tleman, and know what belongs to a g>ntleman. 

U. What gives you this superiority ; is it an 
education obtained in a charity school ? If you 
had really known what belonged to a gentle- 
man, you would not have complained of the 
treatment at my house. 

C. I know your doctrine, and the tendency 
it has on the morals of society—I know it is 
from hell and that it will be sent there again! 

U. You know as much as the Jews did—they 
knew that Christ was a sinner—and you know 
just about as much as they did. 

C. They did not know. 


U. They said they knew and you say you 


know. I now bid you a challenge Mr. C. our 
church consists of 19 or 20 members—now do 
you take from the best of yours the same num- 
ber, and we will compare moral characters with 
you if you dare ! 

C. I despise such a thing as that. 

U. I think myself that it is prudent in you to 
decline a comparison—but all these reflections 
and reproaches I consider asa kind of dust 
that I might lose sight of the sermon—all we ask 
is fair play ! 

C. I will give you fair play—I will meet you 
any time. 

U. You are a public speaker—permit me to 
bring a public speaker and I will gladly accept 
the opportunity. 

C. You will bring Dr. A. will you not? A 
base immoral character ! 

U. Are you acquainted with him ? 

C. I never saw him before that I know of. 

U. Then you are shamefully abusive. 

C. I have heard enough. 

U. Youhave heard too much it appears ; and 
if your heart is fond of foul feeding you have 
undoubtedly received slander enough to afford 
you some satisfaction. I ‘have for several years 
been intimately acquainted with Dr. A. and 
never saw, nor even heard of any thing mean or 
immoral that he was charged with; but this a- 
gain is to serve with you as an evasion. If you 
will only pe:mit your works to be put to press, 
I will be responsible for a fair printing. 

C. I shall not enter the list with a Universa- 
list ; I feel superior to it. 

U. I know that our spiritual merchants are 
the great men of the earth ; but you have un- 





doubtedly an untold reasun, you are apprehen- 
sive that your unanswerable arguments will be 
like chaff before the wind. All this turning and 
twisting is nothing but cowardice. Only let me 
have an opportunity to examine and weigh your 
argunients, and if they are unanswerable, I will 
make a public acknowledgment and recantation 
of the doctrine. 

C. Humph! what would be an acknowledg- 
ment from you, there is no hope of a man in 
your case. 

U. You are correct in one point of view— 
there is no hope of your ever again getling me 
into Babylon. 

C. Babylon! what do you mean by Babylon? 

U. I mean that your preaching is unintelliible 
and similar to the confusion of tongues in Babel 
— you tell the people that they cannot do any 
thing—but they must do or be damned—you 
tell them that their destinies were all unalterably 
fixed before their existence—a few for heaven, 
and the many for hell—you declare to the peo- 
ple that they can all be saved if they will. If 
this is not Babylonish I have t.o knowledge of 


that city of confusion. 
MONTAGUE. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

It is now about twelve months since this book 
was presented to the public, from the press of 
Mr. G. Davison, Charleston, Mass. It is an 
inquiry into the Scripture import of the words 
Sheol, Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna, all trans- 
lated Hell, in the common English Bible. In 
his introduction Mr. Balfour observes: “ ‘The 
simple object of the author, in this inquiry, is to 
examine the foundation on which the doctrine 
of endless misery is built. This doctrine 
rests on the fac! or the falsehood that a place 
called Hell, in a future state, is prepared for the 
wicked.” 

The four words above quoted, are the only 
ones in the whole bible, which are translated 
Hell, and these are not always so rendered.— 
The author has shown in the course of his 
work, most satisfactorily, that neither of the four 
words rendered Hell, had any such meaning as 
we usually attach to that word. This point 
settled, and there remains no hold for those who 
still cling to the Pagan superstition that our 
Maker has purposed endless torments for his 
children. 

Here the reader, if he has faith in the doc- 
trine of endless punishment, will meet me 
with this objection: ‘ The statement as made 
by Mr. Balfour may seem plausible, but let the 
objections of some of our believers be heard, 
and his reasoning will appear absurd.” Very 
well, reader: J should be as glad to hear the ob- 
jections to which you allude, as any other man 
can be, but where are they to be found? The 
book has been in the hands of the prblic about 
twelve months, during which time it has been 
read by many who believe in endless punish- 
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ment, and many such have been carnestly re- 
quested to refute it, or show its fallacy, but net 
aman has yet offered todo so! The book has 
been read by Priests and by Laymen, and the 
columns of this paper have been aleays open 
to any man who would attempt to refute the 
work and establish the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment. But, afier all this, there is still no at- 
tempt to show the fallacy of Mr. Balfour’s rea- 
soning! What shall we think isthe cause? If 
those who preach the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment think it is a sin to disbelieve that doc- 
trine, why do they not strive to prevent the sin 
by showing that this book is erroneous ? They 
must know that every man is forced to believe 
according to the evidence before him, whether 
that evidence accords with his wishes or not.— 
For instance a man may see his own house on 
fire; and, although he wishes it were not so he 
is unable to disbelieve the fact. So in this case: 
every honest man wishes to know and believe 
the truth ; we are told there is a place of future 
endless punishment spoken of in the bible, but 
after reading Mr. Balfour’s work we find the 
evidence is against that opinion, and of course 
we reject the notion. 


why do not those who have read this book, and 
suppose it fallacious, produce the evidence ? 
The irresistible conclusion is they cannot ; 


and this opinion is strengthened by every day’s | 


2 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
For the Gospel Advocate. 


delay to make the attempt. G. 





First Fruits.—The following anecdote is re- | 
lated to show how easily, at this day, that may | 


be mistaken for religion, which looks very little 


like it. | 


On Thursday evening last, the anniversary of 








Now, if the opinion thus | herit the appellation given by the Saviour to 
formed is erroneous, and can be shown so to be, | those whom he addressed in the words which 








in your last number, I was misinformed in re- 
gard to the amount for which the pews were 
rented on the first of the current month. I was 
informed by a professor of religion, who attend- 
ed the sale, that the facts were as I stated them, 
but he has since corrected the error to me.— 
They sold for about the same they did the year 
before, after reserving one for the use of the 
Parson’s family. The remainder of the ac- 
count, as I sent it to you was correct. The 
commotion (revival) is subsiding; and in pro- 
portion as people regain their senses, we hear 
less of Brimstone ! Yours, 
Lockport, Jan. 5, 1825. 


A.B. 





Irom the Universalist Magazine. 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
“ O ye hypocrites ! ye can discern the face of 
the sky ! but ye cannot discern the signs of 
the times?” 


Things which are more apparent to the un- 
prejudiced, than the approaching state of the 
atmosphere, marked by the strongest indica- 
tions, are unseen, unnoticed by such as justly in- 


head this article. 

Do our divines realize the extremities to 
which they are driven? Do they know that 
the very labor in which they are now so zeal- 
ously engaged is a surrender of the last en- 
trenchment by which their whole camp is de- 
fended? What are they endeavoring to incul- 
cate in the minds of ther adherents? What is 
the great question which now, more than any 
thing else, employs their arts and learning? Is 
it to set up, establish and maintain that our 
Creator, for all eternity elected some to everlast- 
ing life, and reprobated the rest of mankind to 


the defence of New-Orleans, was celebrated in | endless misery? No; not even the most rigid, 
this village, by a Ball, which was very numer-| and the most contracted are heard to contend 
ously and respectably attended. By several for such ideas. These notions seem to have 
believers in Calvinism, in this village, an at- | been forgotten and are suffered to lie unnoticed 
tempt was made to prevent a general attend-| among a mass of rubbish in the possession of a 
ance ; and one argument used was, that no res- | few old nuns who keep the sanctity of witchcraft 
pectable people were going to attend—Rakes, | and are the inspectors of ghosts. What then ? 
only, would be found there. The very language | Are they contending about effectual calling and 
used we do not pretend to give, but the idea) final perseverance? O no: these are things 
conveyed we have not varied in the least.—| which have been long since sent to the “ moles 
This position was assumed by some, in their ar- | and to the bats.” Ah! they are rallying their 
guments to prevent attendance, who had verbal | strength to defend the real personality of the 
knowledge that it was not true; and who did | father of lies, are they not? No: the days of 
not pretend to doubt that knowledge! Let us; their mourning for him are past. To what 
not be misunderstood : we do not cite this in al- | then do they direct their efforts? What now 
lusion to persons, but only to show that our ac-| are they endeavoring to prove ard maintain ? 
cusers are not perfect. We are told that Uni-| As surprising as it may be, they are exerting 
versalism is demoralizing ; and we ask, in turn, | the very last of their strength to make it appear 
if Calvinism teaches Zying, is it not pernicious? | probable, at least, that there will be punish- 
and are we to think these people the better for | ment for sin in a future state of existence! O 
their conversions. marvelous! has it then come to this? Yes it 
has, and Babylon’s forces are all rallied, even 
For the Gospel Advocate. the feeblest tongue that can utter a slander is 

Smr :—In my communication, respecting the | urged to the contest! The very effort is a sur- 
Presbyterian Society in this place, as published jrender. If this doctrine were a plain scripture 
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doctrie, it would require no such exertions to 
maintain it, it having been for ages believed.— 
But the fact is, this doctrine, like a thousand 
other suppositious dogmas, is fast losing its in- 
fluence; and people are opening their eyes to 
realize its dissolution. H. B. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 


‘* A wil’s a feather, and a chief’s a rod ; 
An honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 


Is not divine truth in reality as valuable as 
paper money? if so, why are we notas truly in 
earnest to detect error as we are to avoid taking 
counterfeit bills? Ifa man had a large sum of 
this currency and the whole was suspected as 
spurious, what would he be likely to do? 
Would he hide it away in some safe place, and 
then go about the city declaiming against every 
one who was known to doubt the genuineness of 
his hidden store, and exhorting both friends and 
foes to take no other money than such as his? 
No? but like an honest man he would carry 
his money to the bank or to the broker and 
have it condemned if spurious, but established 
iftrue. An honest man is not afraid of the 
search warrant, but the guilty dreads, and en- 
deavors toavoid it. With these hints | preface 
the following questions: What is the reason af- 
ter there has been a number of violent and un- 
reasonable attacks on Unix = ‘salism published in 
the Universalist Magazine and immediately an- 
swered, that we never are favored with a rejoin- 
der? aad why are the answers to such attacks 
as above noticed never allowed to appear in 
those religious papers which oppose the heaven - 


Jy doctrine of God’s universal goodness? There | 


has already so much of this indication of fear 
come beture the public that our adversaries are 
not likely to realize any profits from such cal- 
culations. Thousands will inquire the meaning 
of all this. The Universalist Magazine comes 
out with lengthy pieces against the doctrine it 
professes to support and follows them up direct- 
ly with clear refutations, and here the affair ends. 
No one replies ; nor will the opposer of univer- 
salism condescend to publish a single answer 
to the efforts which they make against it. All 
this must be reckoned up, principle with com- 
pound interest, in the public’s counting-room, 
and these fearful polemics must, at last, meet 
the whole account. H. B. 


Do thyself no harm.—This short and plain 
sentence compreiends all the prohibitions of 
the gospel ; for when we injure others, we des- 
troy the health and happiness of our own souls. 
Were people fully convinced of this truth they 
would be far more scrupulous in their thoughts, 
words and deeds, knowing, that in the same 
degree they are kind and beneficent to all, they 
increase their own joy. Many have believed 
with the Jews, that they ought to love their 
neighbors and hate their enemies ; but the gos- 
pel commands us to love our enemies, not sim- 








ply that they may be advantaged, but also that 
we may be the children of God in heart, lip 
and life, and that we may prove our filial title, 
by exhibiting the temper of Jesus. But we should 
not only strive to prevent grief and co1.punc- 
tion by the mild and christian treatment of all, 
but by such a vigilance over our thoughts and 
passions, as shall eventuate in peace, which the 
world can neither give nor take. Should these 
facts be well considered, and each reflect, that 
his enjoyment depends on his charitable feel- 
ings to all, and the government of his temper 
and affections, 

The rage of war, the strife of tongues would cease, 
And o’er the earth would smile the sun of peace. 





THE TEST OF RELIGION. 


To Ministers and Professors—lt is not un- 
common for us to hear much said about such an 
one’s religion, or the religion of such a society : 
but I ask, what has their religion done for them? 
Has it purified their hearts from sin? And is 
it their meat and drink to do the will of their 
Heavenly Father? Are they meek and lowly 
in heart, perfectly free from guile and dissimula- 
tion? Do they in every instance, do unto oth- 
ers as they would others should do unto them? 
Are they not merely minding their own, but 
not the things of others? Will they bear all 
manner of injuries and ill treatment from others 
patientiy, without feeling resentment or wishing 
any illtothem? Will they forsake all for the 
sake of Christ ; and lay down their lives sooner 
than kill another, or injure a fellow-creature ? 
Are they free from party spirit, sectarianism, and 
bigotry? If not, though they may talk smootk- 
ly, and sweetly about religion, tell a sweet ex- 
perience, have all the zeal of a Jesuist, and be 
ever so earnest about the salvation of their souls, 
be in great ecstacies, and shout praises and ex- 
ultations with a loud and animating voice, they 
are either hypocrites, or else deceived. They 
do not bring forth the fruits of the gospel; and 
consequently are no more than sounding brass, 
or atinkling cymbal; or like unto ciouds car- 
ried with a tempest, without any rain in them. 

T. R. Gates. 


THE VILLAGE PREACHER. 
“ Father forgive them.” 


Go proud infidel—search the ponderous 
tomes of heathen learning ;—Explore the works 
of Confucius ; examine the precepts of Seneca, 
and the writings of Socrates : collect all the ex- 
cellencies of the ancient and the modern moral- 
ists, and point to a sentence equal to this sim- 
ple prayer of our Saviour, reviled and insulted— 
suffering the grossest indignities—crowned with 
thorns and led away to die! No annihilating 
curse breaks from his tortaved breast. Sweet 
and placid as the aspirings of a mother for a 
nurseling, ascends the prayer of mercy fer his 
enemies, “ Father forgive them.” O, it was 
worthy of its origin, and stamps with the bright 
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seal of truth, that his mission was from Hea- 
ven! 

Acquaintances have you quarrelled ? Friends 
have you differed ? If he who was pure and per- 
fect, forgave his bitterest enemies, do you well 
to cherish your anger ? 

Brothers, to you the precept is imperative ; 
you shall torgive, not sever; times, but seventy 
times seven. 

Husbands and wives, you have noright to ex- 
pect perfection in each other. To ert is the lot 


you petulent, and disappointment ruffle the 
smoothest temper. Guard, lL beseech you, with 
unremitting vigilance, your passions—Control- 
led, they are the genial heat that warms us along 
the way of lile—ungoverned they are consum- 
ingfires. Let your strife be one of respectful 
attentions, and conciliatory conduct. Cultivate 
with care the kind and gentle affections of the 
heart. Plant not, but eradicate the thorns that 
grow in you partner’s path. Above all, let no 
feeling of revenge ever find harbor in your 
breast ; let the sun never go down. upon your 
anger. A kind word—an obliging action, if it 
be in a trifling concern, has'a power superior to 
the harp of David, in calming the billows of the 
soul. 

Revenge is as incompatible with happiness as 
it is hostile to religion, Let him whose heart is 
black with malice, and studious of revenge walk 
through the field while clad in verdure, and. a- 
dorved with flowers; to his eye tuere is no 
beauty ; the flowers to him exhale no fragrance. 
Dark as his soul, nature is robed in deepest sa- 
ble. The smile of beauty lights not up his bo- 
som with joy ; but the furies of hell rage in his 
breart and render him as miserable as he would 
wish the object of his hate. 

But let him lay his hand upon his heart and 
say— Revenge, I cast thee from me: Father 
forgive me as I forgive my enemies’”—and na- 
ture assumes a new and delightful garniture.— 
Then, indeed, are the meads verdant, and the 
flowers fragrant—then is the music of the groves 
delightful to the ear, and the smile of virtuous 
beauty lovely to his soul.—Village Recorder. 





VIRTUE—A SKETCH. 


‘** The only amarantine flower on earth, is virtue. 
The only lasting treasure, truth,” 


When the amiable and accomplished lady 
Jane Grey was confined in the tower, previous 
to her execution, she wrote to her friend Dr. 
Almer a letter containing the following beauti- 
ful passage :—“ There is an eternity for all,that 
belongs to virtue, and what we have done for 
her will advance even to the sea, however, small 
the rivulet may have been during our life.” 

How expressly true! the pure and unsullied 
stream of virtue will ever meander through life’s 
chequer’d course to the boundless ocean of eter- 
nity and happiness. Cynthia may reflect the 


urnal rotation, and his satellites irradiate our 
world with their splendor—yet the season will 
arrive when the voice that called Chaos into 
symmetrica! existence, will consign these creat- 
ed luminaries into the abyss of their former 
But virtue will live be- 
yond the abodes of the tomb—she will soar be 
yond the bounds of creation, and be hallowed 


darkness and oblivion. 


| by the holy seraphim. 


_ Without virtue there is no man that can be 
‘truly happy. There is notemporal pursuit, no 
of humanity. Illness will sometimes render | avocation in life accompanied by vicissitudes 
Every idle pleasure has 

The foundation of ac- 


| and disappointments. 
its-consequent sorrow. 
tual happiness cannot be laid in a heart that en- 
genders vice and immorality. Its basis is a 
good conscience ; and a pure conscience is the 
infallible concomitant of virtue and religion a- 
lone. The wine cup that exhilarates the senses 
for a short lived moment, not only brings the 
melancholy reflections of a cooler judgment— 
but when indulged in licentiousness, it is the 
bane of every valuable and social blessing that 
belongs to the sanctity of character. Vice in 
every shape is illusory and pernicious ; virtue is 
the only amarinth. It is a gem that never ceas- 
es to sparkle—it is an attribute amiable io man, 
and sacred to GOD. 








TO OUR PATRONS. 

You are herewith presented with the first 
number of the third volume of the Gospel Ad- 
vocate. The Editor and Publisher feel en- 
couraged to continue this work from the hope 
that it has been useful. This, we are sensible. 
ought to be our inducement. 

The excellency of truth in its consolation to 
the mind, its usefulness to society, and its ten- 
dency to promote virtue and brotherly affec- 
tion; have ever rendered it an object worthy of 
our study and its attainmenta matter of our 
most serious. desire. 

The miseries resulting from ignorance, the 
danger of groping in darkness and an unsettled 
state of mind respecting our future destination ; 
are considerations, which ought to excite us to 
seek after knowledge as for silver and to search 
for her as for hidden treasure, we should then. 
understand the fear of the Lord and find the 
knowledge of God. 

The knowledge of God is eternal life. 

The prevalence of error, adds to the necessi- 
ty of study, and makes success in investigating 
truth, a matter of the highest importance to the 
rising generation. 

When an angry and avenging God is held 
forth as the true God; when law is preached 
for gospel, and men’s works are substituted for 





borrowed light—the sun may revolve in his di- 





grace ; it becomes every one to be anxiously en- 
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gaged to make truth appear and to have free 
course among men. 

We shall make it our study to hold up the 
doctrines and precepts of revelation ; to distin. 
guish between law and gespel; to inculcate the 
duty and importance of virtue; to discard the 
idea of merit on the part of man, or that God 
ever was moved to be propitious either by -the 
intreaties of man or the sufferings of a surety. 

The free, unmerited, spontaneous love of 
God to a sinful and miserable race of mortals, 
impeded by no guilt in man or threatening of 
his own, will Le our general theme. 

The soul cheering doctrine of impartial love 
and unbounded mercy, in which glad tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people, shall be 
illustrated and its truth confirmed by the dic- 
tates of reason and the testimony of revelation. 

We shall treat with fairness all communica- 
tions, without distinction of sect or denomina- 
tion,our columns will be open alike, to all, and we 
shall be happy in having our numbers enriched 
by the learning and ingenuity of all who are dis- 
posed to contribute their aid, in rendering this 
volume entertaining and useful. 

This volume is presented on an_ enlarged 
sheet and will contain room for more matter 
than heretofore ; it will be printed on anrelegant 
type and the work handsomely executed. 

It is our determination to spare no pains in 
rendering this work acceptable to our readers, 
whose continued patronage is humbly solicited. 

EpirTor. 

Idleness,—Is called “the sin of Sodom and 
her daughters,” and is the greatest prodigality 
in the world ; itthrows away that which is in- 
valuable in respect to its present use and irre- 
parable when it is past,—it cannot be recovered 
by no power of art or nature, 





The Best.—A firm faith isthe best divinity : 
—a good life the best philosophy :—a clear 
conscience the best law :—honesty the best pol- 
icy :—and temperance the best medicine. 

ty’ To Correspondents.—Our friends who hereafter 
favor us with communications for this paper are re- 
quested in all cases to head their productions with 
an appropriate title, suitable to be inserted in an in- 
dex. 

No communications will receive attention unless 
they come free of expense. [Do remember it, 
brethren.) 

rr X.” upon Clerical Impudence, shall appear in 
our next. 





—————————————————— 


POETEY. a 
T will sing praise to thy name, O thow most High. 
Fo» the Gospe! Advocate. 
THE PORTION OF CHRIST. 
“© The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things 
into his hands.” John iii. 35. 
The King of kings, before the world was made, 
Or time began, or earth’s fuundation laid, 
Or ere the blue etherial heavens were spread, 
Had loved and crowned with grace our glorious Jfead. 








The Son, than man, more honored and more blest 
Anointed and adored above the rest, 

Than priest, or prophet, yea or sceptred king. 
More highly honored, heir of every thing. 


In realms of bliss or worlds of dark despair, 
Or earth, or heaven, or sea, or in the air, 
Throughout space infinite, beyond the flood 
All things therein are given to our Lord. 


For this ye saints attend, ye sinners hear, 

Ye sick forego your pains, ye deaf give ear, 

Ye “dumb speak wonders,” and leap all ye lame. 
Proclaim aloud the great Creator’s pame. 


Why was the kind Redeemer of our race, 
Thus highly raised above a mortal’s place ¢ 
Why thus anointed king and heir of all, 
Why thus exalted Lord of great and small - 


By God’s right hand and all redeeming gracc, 
Our prince was raised above an angel’s place 
That he might save, release and ever bless, 
The wretched sons of Adam’s’sinfu) race. 


The Father loved the son, and in his hands, 
Subjected to his kingdom and commands, 

All things are given, that he in love and peace 
Might raise to heaven and grant a sweet release. 


Amazing love! unequall’d power and grace, 
What smiles divine adorn the Saviour’s face, 


| Behold thy king, O man, before him fall, 


And own the Lord Redeemer of us all. 


Hail, Prince of Love and Captaio of our peace ; 
Rejoice, O earth, accept the sweet release ; 

Shout forth ye heavens ‘“* Our God is good and kind? 
And in his purpose hath redeemed mankind ! 


He’s gone to brightest realms of joy and rest, 
And kindly waits to fold us to his breast ; 
My soul on wings of love would fly away 
To spend with him a sweet, eternal day! : 


No more shall fear torment my throbbing breast, 
In him Pll live, and on his promise rest, 

All that bis Father gave him, he will raise, 

And tune all souls to never ending praise. E. 


all 
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